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France and England: compared to us they think the
Germans angels of honesty. President Hacha consulted
General Sirovy, the veteran leader, who is blindly trusted
by the Czech army, and he agreed that German protec-
tion was necessary.

But \vhat justification was there for the tanks, the aero-
planes, and the Gestapo that descended so swiftly on
Bohemia on March ijth? Where was the hurry? What
reason was there for not consulting France, Italy, and
Great Britain, as Herr Hitler had promised in Munich?
The reasons given are entirely unconvincing. Either Herr
Hitler made a serious blunder, which is always possible in
a dictatorship so absolute as his; or else his aim is the
military conquest of South-Eastern Europe. We shall soon
know.

The first motorized column of Germans entered Prague
at 9 a.m. on March ijth. Herr Hitler arrived that night
in a snowstorm, and erected his personal standard on the
famous Hradschin Castle. Immediately the German
Secret Police began to make arrests, and 5,000 citizens
were taken into custody that night. "I never knew that
Prague could look so beautiful," Herr Hitler is reported
to have said, as he looked out next morning over the city
of good King Wenceslas. . . .

Bohemia and Moravia will certainly enjoy material
prosperity as autonomous Protectorates under Greater
Germany, but they will equally certainly be discontented.
However, they will be disarmed. , . . Hungary will not
be disarmed, nor will she disintegrate as did Czecho-
slovakia. Jugoslavia may or may not be able to fight for
her existence. Poland and Roumania certainly will. Ger-
many's position in Central Europe is not as strong as it
looks on paper. She is surrounded by nations that do not
trust her, and the " Ireland " she has created has no sea to
divide her from recalcitrant Czechs and stubborn Slovaks.